Circumcision
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Cist

an act of preparation for marriage. See A. Asher's  The  Jewish  Rite   of  Circumcision,

1873-

Circumcision, Feast of the, a festival of the Roman Catholic, Greek, and Anglican churches, on January i, in honor of the circumcision of Christ.

Circumpolar Stars.   See Stars.

Circumstantial Evidence. See Evidence.

Circumvallation, the rampart thrown up round a besieged city. See FORTIFICATION.

Circus, (i.) The Latin name of the place in which, anciently, games and horse and chariot races were held. Its shape was that of an ellipse. The center of the space was divided by a wall running lengthways down it, around which the races took place; the sides were occupied by the spectators' seats, rising tier upon tier. The chief circus at Rome, the Circus Maximus, rebuilt by Ceesar, and later by Titus, accommodated 385,000 spectators. Other circuses in Rome were the Circus of Nero, celebrated for the cruelties perpetrated by that emperor against the Christians; and the Circus of Maxentius, built about 311 A.D. by Maxentius in honor of his son Romulus, the only ancient circus still preserved. It is situated on the Appian Way, 2 m. outside the present Porta San Sebastiano. Nearly every Roman town had a circus, after the model of those in the capital. (2.) The modern circus, in which equestrian exhibitions, gymnastic and acrobatic performances, variety by the quips and fooling of the clown, are the chief attractions, dates from the close of the iSth century. Travelling circuses are heard of before 1830 in both England and America, and after 1850 assumed great dimensions, notably Hengler's, Sanger's, and Barnum and Bailey's. Colonel Cody's (Buffalo Bill) Wild West Show is a favorite in many parts of the world. The recent construction of permanent circuses known as Coliseums and Hippodromes has given a new life to the circus, and furnishes a variant on the itinerant show which moves about the country. In Spain, the arena in which bull-fighting takes place is known as the circus. See Thomas Frost's Circus Lije and Circus Celebrities, 1875.

Cirencester, or Cicester, mrkt. tn. in Gloucestershire, England. The Royal Agricultural College is here. Cirencester was founded by the early Britons and became a Roman station under the name of Corinium; p. n,-500. Cire Perdue, an ancient and delicate

mode of casting bronze statuary, by making a hollow wax model of the figure and enclosing it in plaster. The wax is then melted out by the molten bronze, which takes its place, and thus reproduces the model.

Cirque. Alpine or high altitude glaciers have a tendency to gouge out amphitheatre-like excavations on the sides of mountains. These are called cirques.

Cirrhosis is a degenerated condition, appearing in the tissues of different bodily organs, such as the liver, lungs, and kidneys, and is due to chronic inflammatory changes. See LIVER, LUNG, KIDNEY, etc.

Cirripedia, an order of Crustacea, including barnacles and acorn-shells. All are marine, and in adult life are fixed head downward to some solid body. See Packard's Zoology (1897).

Cirro-stratus.   See Clouds.

Cirta.   See Constantine.

Cisalpine Republic, a former state of N. Italy, formed by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1797, with Milan as its capital. Abolished in 1799, owing to Austrian and Russian victories, it was restored in 1802 as the Italian republic. In 1805 Napoleon was made king of Italy at Milan, the Bourbons being permitted to retain Naples and Tuscany, while papal authority was restored over Rome.

Cissoid, a curve invented by Diocles of Alexandria, more than 70 years before Christ, for finding two mean proportionals. The curve begins at one extremity of the diameter of a circle which has a tangent at the other extremity of the diameter, and is so con-

Cissoid Curve.

structed that if any oblique line be drawn , from the point of beginning to the tangent, the segment of the line between the circle and the tangent is always equal to the segment between the point of beginning and the cissoid. Cist. See Barrow.